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Short Synopsis

The film tells the story of Miriam Weissenstein (96) and her
grandson Ben, who embark on an exciting, funny and touching
journey to save the legendary “Photo House"” and its nearly one
million negatives that document Israel’s defining moments.

Synopsis

At the age of 96, Miriam Weissenstein never imagined that she
would be facing a new chapter in her life. But when “The Photo
House” - her late husband Rudi’s life’'s work — was destined
for demolition, even this opinionated and uncompromising
woman knew she needed help.

Under the cloud of a family tragedy, a special relationship is
forged between Miriam and her grandson, Ben, as they join
forces to save the shop and its nearly one million negatives
that document Israel’s defining moments.

Despite the generation gap and many conflicts, Ben and Miriam
embark on a heart-wrenching journey, comprising many
humorous and touching moments - a journey that requires a
lot of love, courage, and compassion.
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Tamar Tal - Director & Writer

Tamar is a Documentary filmmaker
and a photographer.

Graduated from Camera Obscura-school
of arts in Tel Aviv.

Her short film “The Photo-house” won in Docaviv Film Festival 2007.
"Life In Stills" is her first feature documentary.

Director’s statement:

When I first walked into the PhotoHouse it was like magic. The past
came to life through the smells and the incredible photographs resting
in the wooden drawers that tell the story of Tel Aviv and Israel. Most of
all, I was fascinated by Miriam’s outstanding character and I decided
to document her and her life’s work. It was only after completing a
short film on Miriam and the PhotoHouse, that I got acquainted with
her grandson, Ben, who had joined the family business. I observed
their unique relationship grow stronger as they faced the threat of
losing their shop. It became clear to me that it's my duty to continue
documenting their story. As a photographer, it was important for me
to integrate the historical photographs and the 8mm family movies in
order to tell a complete story, a story of global and personal conflict.
It was a great privilege for me to have gained Miriam and Ben'’s
confidence, to have been allowed to be part of their lives and invited
to share their most intimate moments.

Barak Heymann - Producer

2012 - Director & Producer - End of the story
(Nominated for Best Israeli documentary series)
2011 - Producer - The Queen Has No Crowm
(Berlinale premiere, Krakow Int’l FF, Frameline,
San Francisco Jewish FF, NewFest, TLVFest)

2010 - Producer - I Shot My Love

(Berlinale premiere, Best Documentary - HotDocs,
Audience Award - Taiwan Documentary Int’l Film
Festival, Best Documentary - Side By Side GLBT Film Festival, Best Director
& Best Film - Madrid GLBT Film Festival, Special Jury mention - Queer
Lisboa GLBT Film Festival, Grand Prix & Best Documentary - Warsaw Jewish
Film Festival, Sheffield DOC/FEST) Co-produced with WDR/ARTE

2010 - Director & Producer — Lone Samaritan

(Golden Award - Shanghai Int’l TV Festival, Creative Documentary Award -
Int’l Human Rights FF Paris, Best Documentary Award — Toronto Jewish FF,
Best Documentary Award - Israeli Documentary Competition, FIPA Int’l FF,
Krakov Int’l FF, Corona Cork Int’l FF Ireland, Mediawave Int’l FF Hungary,
Haifa Int’'l FF)

2009- Producer - The way Home

(first prize Jerusalem FF, first prize Israeli documentary competition)

2009 - Producer - Sayed Kashua - Forever Scared

(IDFA competition)

2008 - Producer- Lady Kul-El Arab (special jury award — IDFA)

2007 - Director & co-producer - Dancing Alfonso

(silver award - Shanghai Int’l TV festival, best director award - Cronograf
International Documentary Film Festival, Moldova, SXSW, London, Haifa)
2007- Director & co-producer - Debut

(first prize - Israeli documentary competition)

2007 - Producer - Stalags - Holocaust and Pornography in Israel (HotDocs,
Miami, It's all true, Vienalle, Melbourne, Seattle, Film Forum in NY and
more. first camera award - RIDM FF)

2006 - Director & Producer - Bridge Over the Wadi

(IDFA, sylverdocs, Golden® Award - Shanghai Int’l TV Festival, Audience
award One World FF in prague, first prize Docudays FF in Kiev, Audience
award WatchDocs human rights FF and many more. Co-produced with ITVS)
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Awards

Ophir Academy award - For Best Documentary (Israeli Oscar 2012) JURY'S STATEMENT:

Best Film Award and Best Editing Award DocAviv Int'| Documentary

Film festival, Israel 2011 TALENT DOVE OF THE MEDIA FOUNDATION OF THE SPARKASSE

Talent Dove Award, Dok Leipzig Int'l Film Festival, Germany 2011 LEIPZIG FOR AN EXTRAORDINARY DOCUMENTARY FILM TALENT

Grand Prix - Best Film in Festival, Bar International TV Festival, “This is an intimate film that celebrates the individual in all his richness

Montenegro 2011 and complexity. Director Tamar manages to share the most beautiful

The Student Jury Award One World International Human Rights moments of bonding between grandmother Miriam and her grandson

Documentary Film Festival, Czech Republic 2012 Ben with the audience. The film also shows that a positive approach to

Special mention Award, DocuDays Film festival for human rights, UA life, understanding, forgivess, empathy and a sense of humor are things

Best Film in Generation category, Doc Edge Film Festival, . - that keep us alive and let us overcome even the most tragic moments.”

New Zealand, 2012 . B »

Hot Docs Audience Award - Top 5 films Audience favorite, Toronto 2012 BEST FILM AWARD AT DOCAVIV FILM FESTIVAL

Audience Award - Krakow Int'l Film Festival , Poland 2012 “The winner was a story movingly and sensitively told, which managed

Best Documentary, Magnolia Award of Shanghai TV Festival, 2012 to combine a strong sense of comedy with powerful insight. It managed

Audience Award - Berlin Jewish Film Festival, 2012 to combine the strengths of its characters with a strong story, and

Audience Award - Sao Paulo Jewish Film Festival, Brazil 2012 noticeably entranced its audience.”

Best Documentary Film - 9th Jameson CineFest International Film ; 7

Festival, Miskolc, Hungary Sep. 2012 STUDENT JURY AWARD, ONE WORLD FILM FESTIVAL IN PRAGUE,

Jury mention award at the XII IDFF "Flahertiana" Perm, CZECH

Russia, Oct. 2012 “The film presents several important subjects, including a look at everyday

Best debut film and best production, Israeli documentary competition life in Israel, which we had previously known only in the context of the

Jury mention award, Zagreb Int'l Film Festival, Croatia Israeli-Palestinian conflict. At the same time, it reveals the life of senior
citizens and awakens our interest in the older people around us.”

Festivals

International Women's Film Festival, Israel, November 2011 SPECIAL JURY MENTION, ZAGREB FILM FESTIVAL

DocPoint Film Festival, Finland, January 2012 “For sensitive and deep portrayal of relationship between a grandparent and

Film IsReal Israeli Film Festival, The Netherlands, March 2012 — o her grandchild shown with lots of respect, love, caring, sharing and patience.

One World Film Festival, Bucharest, Romania, March 2012 B l= = And we adore the sharpness and the humor of the old lady. Respect!”

DocuDays for human rights Film Festival, Kiev, UA
Films for Africa Film Festival 2012, Cape Town, South Africa, March 2012
DokFest int'l Film Festival, Munich, May 2012

Addis Int'l Film Festival, Ethopia, May 2012

Toronto JFF, Canada, May 1012

Moscow Int'l Film Festival, Russia 2012

DokuFest in Prizern, Kosovo 2012

San Fransisco Jewish Film Festival, USA 2012
Mediterranean Film Festival, Bosnia, Aug. 2012
Bergen International Film Festival, Norway, Oct. 2012
Calgary Jewish Film Festival, Canada Nov. 2012
Boston Jewish Film Festival, USA Nov. 2012

UK Jewish Film Festival, London, UK Nov. 2012
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FROM THE PRI-OR PHOTO HOUSE ARCHIVE

Miriam & Rudi and the Pri-Or Photo House:

Rudi Weissenstein was born in Iglau (Czech Republic) in 1910. In the years
1929-1931 he studied at the “graphische Lehr - und Versuchsanstalt”
in Vienna. After his immigration to Palestine in 1936 he worked as a
photographer and a journalist and in 1940 he opened the “Photohouse
Pri-Or” studio on 30 Allenby Street in Tel-Aviv with his wife Miriam.

Rudi was a real “Yekke” by nature. He was courteous and sincere, and his
customers included many of the leading personalities of the local Jewish
community, and later heads of state. He was the official photographer of -
the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra, a reporter of the UN and more than
all - the official photographer of the declaration of the establishment of
the state of Israel by David Ben Gurion, in May 14th 1948.

5

Rudi’s work in documenting the development of Tel Aviv & Israel. Every
negative in his enormous archive (more than a quarter of a million
negatives) is testament to Israel, the character of its inhabitants, the
way they dressed and behaved. His photographs give the observer a
sense of that is the way we were, that is how we looked.

Miriam was Rudi’s assistant, driver, carrier and most of all his big boss.
They lived and worked together for 65 years. After Rudi’s death in
1992, Miriam continued running the shop, working 6 days a week. She
published 2 books and made a huge exhibition in 2002, which more than
150,000 people in 6 weeks visited.

On the same day of the Israeli Premiere of “"LIFE IN STILLS” at Docaviv
Film Festival, the shop moved to a new location on 5 Tchernichovsky st. ’::3
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Key Facts:

The film was produced for YES Docu
The film was funded by Makor Foundation

Makor
@, Foundation
%, For Israeli Films
SRR 7 s Fld TR

Broadcasters: SVT (Sweden), YLE (Finland), DOK24 (Russia),

ARTE (Germany), YesDocu (Israel), Knowledge Network (Canada) "“ “"‘
Written and Directed by: Tamar Tal

Producer: Barak Heymann

Co-Producer: Tamar Tal

Cinematographers: Daniel Kedem, Tamar Tal

Editor: Tal Shefi, Additional Editing: Eyal Tsarfati

Original Music: Alberto Shwartz

Production manager: Tali Shamir-Werzberger

Technical Information:

Country of production: ISRAEL

Language: HEBREW, GERMAN

Subtitles: ENGLISH, GERMAN, CZECH, ROMANIAN, ITALIAN, RUSSIAN

Running Time: 58 MIN. — o
Presentation Format: DIGIBETA or BETA SP, APPLE PRO RES s =

Sound Format: DOLBY STEREO
International Premiere: October 2011, DOKLEIPZIG Film Festival

Production
Heymann Brothers Films

2 Barzilay St.

Tel Aviv 65113, Israel

Tel: +972-3-5602701

Fax: +972-3-5604082

Cell Barak: +972-52-2742445
Barak@heymannfilms.com
www.HEYMANNFILMS.com

World Sales
Rise and Shine

Schlesische Strasse 29/30

10997 Berlin, Germany

+49 (030) 47 37298-0
info@riseandshine-berlin.de
www.riseandshine-berlin.de

Stefan Kloos: stefan.kloos@riseandshine-berlin.de
Diana Kakrlin: diana.karklin@riseandshine-berlin.de

Screenings & Festivals:
lifeinstills@heymannfilms.com

Director Tamar Tal:
tamar@tamartal.com
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