


SYNOPSIS
Even though Tova does not believe in 
love, she has had a remarkable success 
as a matchmaker. And so, people flock 
to her apartment where her husband, 
housekeeper, and daughter weigh in as she 
divines matches. Tova, who is paralyzed 
because of muscular dystrophy, specializes 
in finding matches for people with disabilities. Her tough-love approach 
leads to a unique matchmaking style but her passion for the work and for her 
clients is undeniable. 

Funny, heartwarming and endlessly entertaining, this documentary follows 
Tova over the course of a year and introduces the viewer to her family, inviting 
us to join in on her pain, humor, love and an enormous lust for life.
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WATCH THE TRAILER HERE

“A wonderful film that teaches us about the victory of the spirit”
(Ariana Melamed, YNET)

“A shining pearl…realistic, charming documentary”
(Lilach Volach, WALLA)

“A wonderful film that teaches us about the victory of the spirit”
(Ariana Melamed, YNET)

“An incredibly charming documentary film”  
(Gili Izikovich, HA’ARETZ)

https://www.facebook.com/heymann.brothers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Mr6IV3UHQ0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Mr6IV3UHQ0&feature=youtu.be


AWARDS
SILVER HORN Award | Best Medium-Length Documentary
Krakow International Film Festival, Poland, May, 2014 

SPECIAL MENTION Award | BOSIFEST 2014
5th Belgrade International Disabilities Film Festival, Serbia, 2014

FESTIVALS
Haifa International Film Festival, Israel, September 2013
DOK Leipzig Film Festival, Germany, October 2013
Santa Barbara International Film Festival, USA, January 2014
Reel Abilities – NY Disabilities Film Festival, USA, March 2014
Maine JFF, USA, March, 2014
BAFICI - Buenos Aires Independent Film Festival, Argentina,  April 2014
Krakow International Film Festival, Poland, May, 2014 
BOSIFEST - 5th Belgrade International Disabilities Film Festival, Serbia, 2014
Kashmir International Film Festival, India, August 2014
EBS International Documentary Festival, South Korea, August 2014 
Sardinia International Ethnographic Film Festival, Italy, September 2014
DocsDF International Documentary Film Festival, Mexico, October 2014
The Jewish international film festival in Australia, October 2014
The Eurient association in Leipzig- “Musalsal”, November 2014 
Salt Lake City Jewish film festival, November 2014
Flickers: Rhode Island International Film Festival, USA, August 2014
Chagrin Documentary Film Festival, USA, October 2014
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https://www.facebook.com/heymann.brothers


Dan Wasserman has been working as a journalist and researcher for almost 20 
years in Israeli communications media. Three of his theater plays were performed, 
and he was Head writer and creator of the daytime series “Deus” for teens. “Deus” 
won the Israeli TV Academy award for Best Children’s Drama two years in a row.

DAN WASSERMAN Director

www.heymannfilms.com

In our family, each and every generation, one 
person contracts a serious illness. My mom, once 
an unstoppable career-woman, now lies in bed 
almost motionless. In the three plays I’ve written, 
as well as in my teenage dramas TV series, I’ve 
always confronted the question “How should you 
behave when the sky falls in on you?”.

I met the matchmaker Tova Shamsion by 
coincidence, 13 years ago, whilst carrying out 
journalistic research on disability rights in Israel. 
When I moved into documentary filmmaking, I 
immediately thought of Tova. I felt hesitant about 
calling her but Tova replied- determined and 
energised as always- “I have no problem taking 
part in the film, but only if it’s good..”.

Tova’s tumultuous life has pushed her towards an unusual and radical standpoint 
on the essence of human love. To the singletons who come to her looking for 
love, she preaches ‘there is no such thing as love” - a unique belief, especially 
for a matchmaker; one that angers many people and runs against all Western 
culture, which glorifies romantic love.

But what touched me most as a director, was the surprising discovery that Tova 
‘hides’ a larger-than-life love story in her home; a story that, in many respects, 
is the heart and soul of the film; which I hope reaches your hearts too. This of 
course depends on your answer to the question, do you believe in love?

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
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BARAK HEYMANN 
Producer

2013  Producer – Before The Revolution
Hot Docs premiere | Doc Aviv FF | San Francisco Jewish FF | 
Hamptons Int’l FF | New York Jewish FF | Cleveland Int’l FF | 
Co-produced with ITVS  

2012  Director & Producer – End of the Story
(5 episodes documentary series)

2011  Producer – Life in Stills 
Ophir Academy Award for Best Documentary (Israeli Oscar) 
| Best Film Award & Best Editing Award - DocAviv Int’l 
Documentary FF | Talent Dove Award - DokLeipzig Int’l FF | 
Hot Docs Top 5 films Audience favorite.

2011  Producer – The Queen Has No Crown
Berlinale Premiere | Winning Human Rights Film Award - 
Official Best of Fest, USA | Krakow Int’l FF | Taipei Golden 
Horse, Taiwan | Frameline San Francisco FF | Festival du Rio 
FF, Brazil.  

2010  Producer – I Shot My Love 
Berlinale Premiere | Best Documentary - HotDocs | Audience Award - Taiwan Documentary Int’l FF | Best 
Documentary - Side By Side GLBT FF | Best Director & Best Film - Madrid GLBT FF | Special Jury mention 
- Queer Lisboa GLBT FF | Grand Prix & Best Documentary - Warsaw Jewish FF | Sheffield DOC/FEST;  
Co-produced with WDR/ARTE

2010  Director & Producer – Lone Samaritan 
Best Asian Documentary Award - Shanghai TV FF | Creative Documentary Award - Paris HHRR FF | Best 
Documentary Award - Toronto Jewish FF | Best Documentary Award - Portugal Underground FF

2009  Producer – The Way Home  (Best Documentary Series Award -  Jerusalem Int´l FF)

2009  Producer – Sayed Kashua - Forever Scared (IDFA - Main Competition) 
2008  Producer – Lady Kul-El Arab (Special Jury Award - IDFA) 
2007  Director & co-producer – Dancing Alfonso (Asian Silver Award - Shanghai TV FF) 
2007  Director & co-producer – Debut (Best Documentary Series Award  - Israeli Filmmakers 
                                                                                         Forum Competition) 
2007  Producer – Stalags- Holocaust and Pornography in Israel  
		     (First Camera Award - Int´l Montreal Documentary FF)

2006  Director & Producer – Bridge Over the Wadi  
IDFA premiere | Silverdocs | Golden Award – Shanghai Int’l TV Festival | Audience Award One World FF 
Prague | First Prize Kiev Contact -International Documentary FF | Audience Award - WatchDocs Human 
Rights FF | Co-produced with ITVS
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https://www.beforetherevolution.net
http://heymannfilms.com/film/end-of-the-story/
https://www.lifeinstillsfilm.com
https://www.thequeenhasnocrown.com
https://www.ishotmylove.com
http://heymannfilms.com/film/lone-samaritan/
http://heymannfilms.com/film/the-way-home/
http://heymannfilms.com/film/sayed-kashua-forever-scared/
http://heymannfilms.com/film/lady-kul-el-arab/
http://heymannfilms.com/film/dancing-alfonso/
http://heymannfilms.com/film/debut/
http://heymannfilms.com/film/stalags-holocaust-and-pornography-in-israel/
http://heymannfilms.com/film/bridge-over-the-wadi/
https://www.facebook.com/heymann.brothers


Director: Dan Wasserman     
Producer: Barak Heymann
Cinematographers: Gonen Glazer, Daniel Miran
Editor: Ron Goldman
Artistic consultant:Tali Shamir-Werzberger  
Music: Eli Soorani
Sound Design: Gil Toren

MAIN CREDITS

Country of production: ISRAEL     
Language: HEBREW
Subtitles: ENGLISH
Running time: 50 MIN
Presentation format: DCP, HDCAM, Digital Beta, Beta SP   
Sound format: STEREO
International Premiere: October 2013, DOK Leipzig

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

www.heymannfilms.com heymann.brothers

https://www.facebook.com/heymann.brothers


Production Company
Heymann Brothers Films 

2 Barzilay street | Tel-Aviv 6511304 | Israel
T: +972.3.560.2701

Cell Barak (Israel): +972.522.742.445
Cell Barak (US): 917.624.5293
E: barak@heymannfilms.com
    office@heymannfilms.com

Festivals enquiries:
festivals@heymannfilms.com
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